Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 USUN N 05772 01 OF 03 222148Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 EUR-12 NEA-10 OIC-02 
ISO-OO SP-02 USIA-15 AID-05 EB-08 NSC-05 TRSE-00 
SS-15 STR-05 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO FRB-01 
INR-07 NSAE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 LAB-04 SIL-01 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 L-03 PA-02 PRS-01 AGRE-00 
DOE-12 SOE-01 IGA-02 HA-05 /188W 

128737 222237Z/41 

R 221732Z DEC 77 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8846 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 3 USUN 5772 

USEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY; OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNGA, EGEN 

SUBJECT: G-77 ASSESSMENT OF THE TREATMENT OF ECONOMIC ISSUES 
AT 32ND UNGA 

REF: USUN 5773 

1 . TRANSMITTED BELOW IS TEXT OF THE PLENARY STATEMENT 
(12/20) DELIVERED BY JAMAICAN AMBASSADOR MILLS IN HIS 
CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF G-77 WHICH CONTAINS THE G-77 
ASSESSMENT OF THE TREATMENT OF ECONOMIC ISSUES AT THE 
3 2ND UNGA WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE OUTCOME OF 
THE RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE. 

2. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PASS OTHER INTERESTED POSTS. 

QUOTE 
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XXXII SESSION OF THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

STATEMENT IN THE PLENARY BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
MR. D.O. MILLS, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF 
JAMAICA AND CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP OF 77 - 
TUESDAY, 20 DECEMBER 1977 
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MR. PRESIDENT, 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE VERY IMPORTANT ECONOMIC 
ISSUES WHICH HAVE COME BEFORE THIS THIRTY-SECOND GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, I HAVE SOUGHT YOUR PERMISSION TO MAKE A STATEMENT 
AT THIS STAGE ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF 77. 

THIS ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN IN SOME RESPECTS AN 
UNUSUAL ONE - AND I BELIEVE IN THE VIEW OF MANY OF US A 
PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT ONE. IT HAS TAKEN PLACE IN THE 
CONTEXT OF WHAT COULD WELL TURN OUT TO BE MAJOR SHIFTS IN 
THE FORM AND CHARACTER OF A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT ISSUES - 
RANGING FROM THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION, TO THE AFFAIRS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND THE APPROACH TO THE ISSUE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND THE QUESTION OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. 

IT CAME AT A TIME WHEN THE QUESTION OF THE FUTURE 

OF THE UN SYSTEM HAD BEEN UPPERMOST IN THE MINDS OF MANY, 

AND IN THE FACE OF RENEWED EXPRESSIONS BOTH OF DOUBT AND OF 
HOPE CONCERNING THE CAPABILITY OF THIS INSTITUTION TO MEET 
IN AN ADEQUATE WAY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY. 

I WISH TO SPEAK PARTICULARLY ON THE MATTER OF THE 
MAJOR QUESTION OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS, AND THE 
MAIN ISSUES RELATED TO THESE WITH WHICH THE ASSEMBLY HAS 
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BEEN CONCERNED. 

I THINK THAT MOST OF US CAME TO THIS SESSION OF 
THE ASSEMBLY IN A MOOD OF DEEP CONCERN REGARDING THE POSITION 
OF THE DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATIONS ON THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER. CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
THROUGHOUT THE PAST YEAR - IN THE UN SYSTEM, AND AT THE PARIS 
CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION - TOWARD 
ACHIEVING SOME PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE 
FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSALS WHICH HAD BEEN PUT FORWARD IN THE 
PRECEDING YEARS AT THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH SPECIAL SESSIONS OF 
THE ASSEMBLY. 

THE RESULTS OF THESE EFFORTS IN THE VIEW OF 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND OTHERS, WERE EXTREMELY LIMITED 

AND THOROUGHLY DISAPPOINTING. 

AT THE RESUMED SESSION OF THE THIRTY-FIRST GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, HELD SHORTLY BEFORE THE START OF THIS SESSION, WE 
ATTEMPTED TO ARRIVE AT SOME UNDERSTANDING OF THE OUTCOME OF 
OUR EFFORTS, AND SOME DECISIONS REGARDING THE WAY IN WHICH 
WE WOULD PROCEED IN FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS. THE FAILURE TO 
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COME TO ANY AGREEMENT AT THAT SHORT RESUMED SESSION DID NOTING 
TO CHANGE THE MOOD OF REAL CONCERN CENTERING IN PARTICULAR ON 
THE SERIOUS DISAPPOINTMENT OVER THE PARIS CONFERENCE. 

THE STATEMENTS MADE BY DELEGATIONS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS 
WELL AS SOME OTHERS IN THE OPENING WEEKS OF THIS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY EMPHASIZED THIS GROWING CONCERN AND DISAPPOINTMENT. 

IT WAS STRONGLY FELT BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS, IN WHATEVER FORUM THEY MIGHT TAKE PLACE, 
INEVITABLY WOULD COME TO THE POINT OF FAILURE OVER THE ISSUE 
OF STRUCTURAL CHANGE IN THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM. 

AND INDEED, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT IS THE VERY HEART OF THE 
PROPOSALS FOR THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. FOR IT 
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IS THE STRUCYURE OF THE SYSTEM WHICH HAS PLACED DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES IN A POSITION OF GRAVE DISADVANTAGE AND WHICH 
PREVENTS THEM FROM PARTICIPATING ON A JUST AND EQUITABLE 
BASIS IN GLOBAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. 

THE MATTER OF THE NEED FOR STRUCTURAL CHANGE HAS 
BECOME OVER THE PAST YEAR, MORE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AS THE 
BASIC ISSUE IN THE DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THIS THEN IS ONE OF THE MAJOR 
ELEMENTS WHICH FORMED THE POINT OF DEPARTURE THREE MONTHS 
AGO, OF THIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

BUT THERE ARE OTHER CONCERNS WHICH HAVE EMERGED 
MORE CLEARLY. THE CONDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM CONTINUES TO BE A SOURCE OF REAL CONCERN, AND IT IS 
NOW BECOMING APPARENT TO MANY IN INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
THAT THEIR ECONOMIES ARE BESET BY DEEP-ROOTED PROBLEMS WHICH 
CALL BOTH FOR STRUCTURAL CHANGE INTERNALLY AND SERIOUS 
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ADJUSTMENT IN THE RELATIONSHIPS WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

INDEED, SOME OF THE STATEMENTS BEING MADE WITHIN INDUSTRIALISED 
COUNTRIES SOUND VERY MUCH LIKE A MUTED AND SOMEWHAT RELUCTANT 
CALL FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, THOUGH INEVITABLY 
SUCH A NEW SYSTEM WOULD NOT BE DEFINED IN QUITE THE SAME WAY 
THAT IT HAS BEEN IN THE PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT 
OF OUR NEGOTIATIONS. YET IT IS A STEP TOWARD REALISM, TOWARD 
THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE FACT THAT A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN THE 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND IN THE EXISTING RELATIONSHIP S IS VERY 
MUCH IN THE INTEREST OF ALL COUNTRIES. 

REFERENCE TO THESE DEVELOPMENTS WAS MADE IN THE 
GENERAL DEBATE IN THE SECOND COMMITEE, AND IN FACT FOUND A 
PLACE IN THE STATEMENT MADE AT THE OPENING OF THE DEBATE BY 
THE UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE FACE OF THEIR OWN 
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GROWING PROBLEMS, AND THE DISAPPOINTMENTS IN REGARD TO THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON STRUCTURAL CHANGE, HAVE SEEN MORE CLEARLY THE 
EXTENT OF THE EFFORT WHICH THEY MUST MAKE TOWARD THEIR OWN 
DEVELOPMENT, AND IN THE MATTER OF COLLECTIVE SELF-RELIANCE. 

THEY SEE THESE BOTH AS NECESSARY IN THE INTEREST OF THEIR 

OWN PROGRESS, AND AS MEANS OF STRENGTHENING THEM IN THEIR PURSUIT 

OF THE GOAL OF GLOBAL RESTRUCTURING AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE. 

MR. PRESIDENT, I BELIEVE THAT IN REGARD TO THESE 
MATTERS, THE WORK OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE IN THIS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE. ON OF THE 
MAJOR ISSUES WITH WHICH THAT COMMITTEE HAD TO DEAL WAS THE 
MANNER IN WHICH FUTURE DISCUSSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER WOULD BE CONDUCTED. ON 
THIS QUESTION OF THE GROUP OF 77 SOUGHT TO ENSURE THE REAFFIRMA- 
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TION, IN THE CLEAREST POSSIBLE MANNER, OF THE ROLE OF THE UN 
AS THE FORUM WITHIN WHICH ALL NEGOTIATIONS OF A GLOBAL NATURE 
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER SHOULD TAKE PLACE. WE SOUGHT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
APPROPRIATE MACHINERY AND IN PARTICULAR A COMMITTEE, WITH 
UNIVERSAL MEMBERSHIP, WHICH WOULD OVERSEE AND MONITOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS REACHED IN THIS 
MATTER, AND WHICH WOULD, UNDER THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN IT 
BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SEEK TO OVERCOME MAJOR OBSTACLES IN 
THE WAY OF PROGRESS IN NEGOTIATIONS IN THE VARIOUS UN BODIES. 

THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN RESPECT OF 
THESE PROPOSALS REVEALED SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES OF VIEW 
AND OF APPROACH. BUT THEY HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTIVE AND CORDIAL - 
AND THE RESULTING PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE NOW COME TO THIS 
PLENARY IN THE FORM OF A RESOLUTION APPROVED BY CONSENSUS 
IN THE SECOND COMMITTEE, REPRESENT A MAJOR STEP IN THE 
PROCESS OF PREPARATION FOR WHAT WE IN THE GROUP OF 77 HOPE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 05772 02 OF 03 222204Z 

WILL BE A MORE REWARDING DIALOGUE. THEY PLACE CLEAR 
RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE UN SYSTEM, 

AND ON ALL DELEGATIONS, IN THE MATTER OF A MORE MEANINGFUL 
SEARCH FOR CONCRETE PROGRESS ON THE MOST VITAL ISSUE OF 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. 

MR. PRESIDENT, THIS ASSEMBLY WAS ALSO CALLED UPON 
BY WAY OF A PROPOSAL PUT FORWARD BY THE GROUP OF 77, TO TAKE 
ACCOUNT OF THE MOST SERIOUS SITUATION ARISING FROM THE FAILURE 
OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE NEGOTIATING CONFERENCE ON THE 
COMMON FUND. MEMBERS OF THE GROUP, REFLECTING THE DEEP SENSE 
OF DISAPPOINTMENT FELT IN GENEVA, WERE OF THE VIEW THAT IT 
WAS ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE THAT SUCH A SITUATION SHOULD BE 
BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH IS 
THE PRIMARY GLOBAL POLITICAL FORUM, AND IS THEREFORE THE 
PLACE TO WHICH WHAT WE REGARD AS A MAJOR POLITICAL PROBLEM, 
SHOULD BE BROUGHT. IN EXPRESSING, THROUGH THE RESOLUTION 
PUT FORWARD, THE DEEP CONCERN AT THE LACK OF PROGRESS ON THE 
COMMON FUND, THE ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AS BEEN RE- 
EMPHASISED AND, WE HOPE, THE PROSPECTS OF A SUCCESSFUL 
RESUMPTION OF THE NEGOTATIONS HAVE BEEN ENHANCED. FOR THE 
COMMON FUND AND THE INTEGRATED PROGRAMME FOR COMMODITIES 
OF WHICH IT IS EXPECTED TO FORM A CRUCIAL ELEMENT, REPRESENTS 
A CENTRAL ASPECT OF THE PROPOSALS FOR RESTRUCTURING OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN THE INTERESTS OF ALL 
COUNTRIES AND REAL PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATION ON THAT SUBJECT 
COULD MARK A NEW AND HOPEFUL PHASE IN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS. 
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MR. PRESIDENT, I NOW COME TO THAT ISSUE WHICH HAS 

BEEN THE SUBJECT OF A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF WORK OVER THE 

PAST TWO YEARS, NAMELY, THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE ECONOMIC 

AND SOCIAL SECTORS OF THE UN. THIS EXERCISE, AS WE KNOW, HAS 

BEEN DESIGNED TO EQUIP THE UN TO PLAY A LEADING AND DYNAMIC 

ROLE PARTICULARLY IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLIHSING OF THE 

NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. YESTERDAY WORK ON THIS 

QUESTION WAS COMPLETED IN THE SECOND AND THE FIFTH COMMITTEES AND 

THE MATTER HAS COME TODAY TO THE PLENARY FOR A FINAL DECISION. 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE SEEN THIS WORK ON 
RESTRUCTURING AS THE FIRST REAL OPPORTUNITY THEY HAVE HAD, AS 
RELATIVE NEW COMERS TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE UN, OF PARTICIPATING 
IN THE SHAPPING OF THE SYSTEM IN AN AREA OF FUNDAMENTAL 
IMPORANCE TO THEM. THEIR APPROACH TO THE LONG DRAWN-OUT 
DISCUSSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS ON THE SUBJECT AND THEIR STRONGLY 
HELD VIEWS ON A NUMBER OF ASPECTS OF THE MATTER DERIVE FROM 
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THIS FACT. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WE BELIEVE THAT A STRONG AND WELL- ARTICULATED UN 

SYSTEM IS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL COUNTRIES. A MAJOR ELEMENT 

IN THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON RESTRUCTURING 

IS THE REAFFIRMATION OF THE POSITION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

AS THE PRINCIPAL FORUM FOR POLICY-MAKING AND HARMONIZATION 

OF INTERNATIONAL ACTION IN RESPECT OF THE SOLVING OF 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND RELATED PROBLEMS. 

THE PROPOSALS COMING OUT OF THE DISCUSSIONS ON 
RESTRUCTURING PROVIDE, AS WAS INTENDED, A BASIS FOR INITIATING 
THE PROCESS OF MAKING SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE UN 
SYSTEM: WITH THEIR APPROVAL BY THIS ASSEMBLY THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PROPOSALS CAN BEGIN. IN PARTICIPATING IN THE 
DEISCUSSIONS OF THIS SUBJECT OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, AND IN 
THE DELIBERATIONS IN THE AD HOC COMMITTEE, THE RESUMED SESSION 
OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AND THE SECOND AND FIFTH 
COMMITTEES IN THE PAST WEEK, THE GROUP OF 77 HAS SHOWN ITS 
WILLINGNESS TO SEARCH FOR AGREEMENT IN MATTERS IN WHICH 
CONFLICTING INTERSTS AND IFFERENCES OF PERCEPTION WERE OFTEN 
EVIDENT. THE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME OF THE RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE 
IS EVIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE SHOWN BY ALL 
DELEGATIONS IN THIS MATTER. 

THE GROUP OF 77 HAS ALSO INDICATED VERY CLEARLY 
ITS UNDERSTANDINGS IN REGARD TO SOME OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS 
IN THE PROPOSALS. WE THEREFORE LOOK FORWARD TO THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 
CONSENSUS WHICH HAS BEEN REACHED. 

MR. PRESIDENT, I HAVE SOUGHT TO TOUCH UPON SOME 

OF THE ISSUES OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE WITH WHICH THIS ASSEMBLY 
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HAS BEEN CONCERNED. AS WE APPROACH THE CLOSING MOMENTS OF 
THIS SESSION, I EXPRESS ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF 77 OUR 
DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE TO GIVE OUR BEST EFFORTS TOWARD 
THE EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF THE UN SYSTEM AND TOWARD THE 
RESOLVING OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS WHICH FACE THE GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY. IN PARTICULAR, WE RENEW OUR COMMITMENT TO THE 
RESTRUCTURING OF THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM, AND TO 
THE BUILDING OF A MORE EQUITABLE AND JUST ECONOMIC ORDER IN 
THE INTEREST OF ALL PEOPLES. 

LET ME END BY SAYING THAT IN THE FACE OF THE PARTICULAR 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, WE HAVE INDEED 
BEEN FORTUNATE TO HAVE HAD YOUR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE. 

THANK YOU MR. PRESIDENT. 
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